The changing face of severe scleroderma in five patients.
Five cases from recent experience are reported to characterize the changing pattern of disease. With the introduction of potent antihypertensive agents, especially the angiotensin I-II converting enzyme inhibitors (CEI), the clinical pattern of scleroderma renal involvement has changed from an acute, oliguric, usually fatal renal failure to an indolent functional decline of the kidneys, heart and lungs together.